
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United SUtes Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Viigmia 22313*1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCiCET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/600,569 



06/23/2003 



7590 



12/02/2005 



HiFofumi Okano 



23117 

NIXON & VANDERHYE, PC 

901 NORTH GLEBE ROAD, 1 ITH FLOOR 

ARLINGTON, VA 22203 



2193-103 



9621 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PHAN,THIEMD 



PAPER NUMBER 



3729 

DATE MAILED: 12/02/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



9 



Offirt^ Art inn ^umtnan/ 


Application No. 

10/600.569 


Applicant(s) 

OKANO ET AL 


Examiner 
Tim Phan 


Art Unit 

3729 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -• 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the OfTlce later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 October 2005 , 
2a)IE This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 5^8 is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 5^8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

&)□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Inten/iew Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1, The amendment filed on 10/12/05 has been fully considered and made of record. 

2. The rejection of claims 5-8 which were rejected in Office Action mailed on 7/13/05 under 
35 use 103; these claims are rejected under 35 USC 103 herein for substantially the same 
reasons as provided in the previous Office Action which is incorporated herein and made a part 
hereof 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants' arguments filed 10/12/05 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive for the following reasons: 

In response to applicants' argument that the examiner's conclusion of obviousness is 
based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that any judgment on 
obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon hindsight reasoning. But so 
long as it takes into account only knowledge which was within the level of ordinary skill at the 
time the claimed invention was made, and does not include knowledge gleaned only from the 
applicants' disclosure, such a reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 
170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 1971). 
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In the instant case, Nakagawa teaches a bulb Reed switch (Fig, 1, REED Switch) to be 
completely sealed from outside atmosphere (Col. 2, lines 65-67) in a cylinder (Fig. 1, 7) tightly 
fit with a cap (Fig. 1, 26), while protruding the lead lines (Fig. 1, 22 & 22') for electrical 
contacts, except for having the REED switch molded in a sealed cylinder as claimed, where the 
limitation of sealed-molding a device is obvious and well known in the art. Droscher et al teach 
the molding process to any electrical or electronic devices (Col. 4, lines 42 & 43) with the ranges 
claimed by applicants. It is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the molding 
process taught by Droscher et al to tightly seal the REED switch in a water- or fluid-proof 
environment, as taught by Nakagawa, in order speed up the manufacturing of sealed REED 
switch, while cutting costs of different inventory parts such as cylinder and cap. 

4. With the remainder of the claims 6-8 rejected under 35 USC 103, they stand rejected 
under 35 USC 103 as indicated in the previous Office Action and in response to Remarks in 
paragraph 3 above. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants' 
disclosure. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicants are reminded of the extension of time 
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policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a), 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the 
mailing date of this fmal action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi"om the 
examiner should be directed to Tim Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-4568. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 9AM - 5PM, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi-om the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tim Phan 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3729 
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